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Freedom House is an independent private organization supporting 
the expansion of freedom throughout the world.   

Freedom is possible only in democratic political systems in which governments are 
accountable to their own people, the rule of law prevails, and freedoms of 
expression, association and belief are guaranteed. Working directly with courageous 
men and women around the world to support nonviolent civic initiatives in societies 
where freedom is threatened, Freedom House functions as a catalyst for change 
through its unique mix of analysis, advocacy and action. 

• Analysis.  Freedom House’s rigorous research methodology has earned the 
organization a reputation as the leading source of information on the state of 
freedom around the globe. Since 1972, Freedom House has published 
Freedom in the World, an annual survey of political rights and civil liberties 
experienced in every country of the world. The survey is complemented by an 
annual review of press freedom, an analysis of transitions in the post-
communist world, and other publications.  

 
• Advocacy.  Freedom House seeks to encourage American policymakers, as 

well as other governments and international institutions, to adopt policies that 
advance human rights and democracy around the world. Freedom House has 
been instrumental in the founding of the worldwide Community of 
Democracies; has actively campaigned for a reformed Human Rights Council 
at the United Nations; and presses the Millennium Challenge Corporation to 
adhere to high standards of eligibility for recipient countries. 

 
• Action.  Through exchanges, grants, and technical assistance, Freedom 

House provides training and support to human rights defenders, civil society 
organizations and members of the media in order to strengthen indigenous 
reform efforts in countries around the globe. 

 
Founded in 1941 by Eleanor Roosevelt, Wendell Willkie and other Americans 
concerned with mounting threats to peace and democracy, Freedom House has long 
been a vigorous proponent of democratic values and a steadfast opponent of 
dictatorships of the far left and the far right. The organization’s diverse Board of 
Trustees is composed of a bipartisan mix of business and labor leaders, former 
senior government officials, scholars and journalists who agree that the promotion of 
democracy and human rights abroad is vital to America’s interests abroad.  
 
 
For more information, contact Amanda Abrams, Communications Officer, at       
(202) 747-7035 or abrams@freedomhouse.org, or visit our website at 
www.freedomhouse.org.  


